
 

Freedom of Expression on Social Networking Sites to Ensure Environmental Justice 
in India: A Legal Analysis 

SEEJPH Volume XXVI, 2025, ISSN: 2197-5248; Posted:04-01-2025 
 

743 | P a g e  
 

 

Freedom of Expression on Social Networking Sites to Ensure Environmental 

Justice in India: A Legal Analysis 
 

Dr. Shashikant Tripathi, Samarendr Chauhan, Smriti Roy, Divyansh Shukla, (Dr.) Aniruddha 

Ram, Dr. Rahul Tiwari 
1( Associate Professor, Chhatrapati Shahu Ji Maharaj University) 
2 ( Research Scholar) 
3( Research Scholar) 
4(Research Scholar) 
5(Professor, Noida International University) 
6(Assistant Professor, Chhatrapati Shahu Ji Maharaj University) 

 

I. Introduction 
In a time with many environmental issues, the link between free speech on social media and environmental fairness in 

India becomes an important legal topic. The growth of digital platforms has changed how activism works, allowing 

people to raise concerns about environmental damage and lack of government action. This essay provides an in-depth 

look at the legal rules regarding free speech in India, especially related to discussions about the environment. The role of 

social media as a way to support environmental efforts is very important; it not only helps spread information but also 

encourages people to come together against environmental wrongs. By looking closely at the relationship between 

constitutional rights, social media practices, and environmental laws, this analysis seeks to clarify how strong support for 

free speech can lead to real advancements in environmental fairness in India, thus protecting the rights of vulnerable 

communities who suffer more from ecological damage. 

A. Definition of Freedom of Expression 

The idea of freedom of expression includes the right to look for, receive, and share information without disruption. This 

right is very important for democratic societies and necessary for getting citizens involved in movements for 

environmental justice. In India, this right is protected by Article 19 of the Constitution, which assures freedom of speech 

and expression but allows for reasonable limits regarding public order, morality, and national security. The involvement 
of citizens, especially through social media, has become an important way to increase awareness about environmental 

issues, connecting freedom of expression with efforts for environmental causes. Research like that by Amalia Gómez-

Casillas and Victoria Gómez Márquez shows that social media has a good effect on climate awareness among different 

groups of people, supporting the idea that a well-informed public can engage more in environmental governance (Amalia 

Gómez-Casillas et al., 2023). This connection highlights the ability of social media platforms to encourage discussion and 

organise collective efforts to tackle urgent environmental problems (J. Mijin Cha et al., 2007). 

B. Overview of Environmental Justice 

Environmental justice (EJ) means a fair distribution of environmental gains and setbacks, aiming to fix inequalities made 

worse by social and economic systems. In India, the connection between environmental harm and social injustice is clear, 

with weaker communities facing more pollution and ecological damage. As noted in Increasing Access to Environmental 

Justice, local advocacy is key to creating fair laws that allow disadvantaged communities to claim their rights to natural 

resources and environmental safety, which is especially important as India industrialises quickly (Pooja P. Vardhan, 

2014). The relationship between law and environmental advocacy is strengthened by constitutional laws that see the right 

to a clean environment as part of the essential right to life (J. Mijin Cha et al., 2007). Additionally, social media plays a 

vital role by enabling group actions and raising awareness about environmental concerns that are often hidden by 

government and corporate interests (ARTICLE 19, 2009). Therefore, using social networking sites can boost 

conversations about environmental justice, filling in gaps in public understanding and advocacy activities (Amalia 
Gómez-Casillas et al., 2023). This situation shows the need for combined legal frameworks that take into account both 

environmental and social justice, ultimately creating a better-informed and more active public (Ramit Debnath et al., 

2022). 

C. Importance of Social Networking Sites in Modern Discourse 

The use of social networking sites (SNS) in today's discussions is very important for supporting environmental justice in 

India, especially with the country's varied social and political scene. These platforms allow for quick communication, 

helping activists to gather support and share vital information about environmental concerns, which upholds the idea of 

freedom of expression (ARTICLE 19, 2009). The #b7arblaplastic campaign in Morocco shows how targeted social media 

efforts can engage young people in environmental justice, highlighting an active online approach (Amalia Gómez-Casillas 

et al., 2023). Additionally, the availability of SNS is linked positively to greater climate awareness among users, fostering 

an environment for informed discussions and activism (Oumaima Hajri et al., 2024). However, issues regarding data 

access and ethical use are still major concerns, which requires joint actions from social media companies and researchers 

to make sure these platforms support, not hinder, public discussions about environmental policies (Andrea Ghermandi et 
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al., 2023). In conclusion, SNS play a key role in enabling dialogue and information sharing, which is crucial for 

advancing environmental justice in a fast-changing digital world (J. Mijin Cha et al., 2007). 

D. Context of India’s Environmental Challenges 
India faces many environmental problems due to fast industrial growth, population increase, and weak laws, worsening 

issues like air and water pollution, deforestation, and climate change. The country's economy relies greatly on fossil fuels, 

and environmental harm hits poor communities hardest, increasing the need for public awareness and platforms for 

advocacy. The link between social media and environmental activism is growing, seen in campaigns like #b7arblaplastic 

in Morocco, which encourages similar efforts in India to get youth involved (Oumaima Hajri et al., 2024). Although 

citizens care a lot about the environment, big gaps in information and government secrecy stop meaningful involvement 

(ARTICLE 19, 2009). Additionally, public interest litigation (PIL) has been important in fighting environmental wrongs, 

but its success is limited by systemic issues (J. Mijin Cha et al., 2007). Therefore, to promote environmental justice, it is 

essential to use social media as a way to engage society (Amalia Gómez-Casillas et al., 2023). 

II. Legal Framework Governing Freedom of Expression in India 

The legal rules about freedom of speech in India are mainly found in Article 19(1)(a) of the Constitution, which gives the 

right to free speech. Yet, this right is limited by reasonable restrictions in Article 19(2), which allows limits based on 

things like public order and morality. This complexity is especially important when it comes to social media, as sharing 

information can greatly affect efforts for environmental justice. Importantly, public interest litigation (PIL) is a key tool 

for disadvantaged groups to fight against environmental wrongs and claim their rights. As stated, “the government’s effort 

to impose rules is mainly influenced by the growing use of social media” "The government's attempt to make regulations 

is majorly driven by the increasing role of social media. The spread of fake news during elections, and misinformation 
about vaccines during the COVID-19 crisis highlights the need to address these issues. However, the system is highly 

criticized because, under this, the government has excessive powers in the regulation of content because of the broad and 

ambiguous terms like ‘False’ and ‘Fake’ which give discretionary powers to authorities and lead to encroachment on 

rights to freedom of speech." (Anonymous (Author not specified but attributed to the publication)). Additionally, the 

principles laid out by the Aarhus Convention, which support public involvement in environmental decision-making, 

further stress the need to protect freedom of expression as a means for sustainable development and accountability in the 

online space (ARTICLE 19, 2009). Therefore, a strong legal system that balances free speech with necessary regulations 

is vital for encouraging informed discussions about environmental matters in India. 

 

Legislation Description Year Enacted Relevance 

Constitution of India, 

Article 19(1)(a) 

Guarantees the right to 

freedom of speech and 

expression. 

1950 Fundamental right that 

underpins freedom of 

expression. 

Information Technology 

Act, 2000 

Regulates online content 

and empowers 

government to block 

websites. 

2000 Affects expression on 

digital platforms. 

Indian Penal Code, 

Section 66A (struck 

down in 2015) 

Originally criminalised 

online content that could 

cause annoyance or 

inconvenience. 

2008 Challenged in courts; 

highlights tensions 

between freedom and 

regulation. 

The Right to Information 

Act, 2005 

Empowers citizens to 

seek information from 

public authorities. 

2005 Supports informed 

expression and civic 

engagement. 

The Media and 

Entertainment Sector in 

India 

Includes various 

regulations that impact 

media content and 

expression. 

Various Influences how 

environmental issues are 

discussed in media. 

             
              Legal Framework Governing Freedom of Expression in India 

A. Constitutional Provisions Related to Freedom of Expression 

The constitutional rules about freedom of expression in India are very important for supporting environmental 

justice, especially when used through social media. Article 19(1)(a) of the Indian Constitution clearly gives everyone 

the right to speak and share ideas, which helps people discuss environmental issues and influence public opinion 

effectively. This legal backing works with Public Interest Litigation (PIL), which has been crucial in boosting 

environmental voices against development projects that harm ecosystems, as seen in major cases like the Doon Valley 

and M.C. Mehta cases (J. Mijin Cha et al., 2007). The rise of digital communication has changed this conversation, 

making platforms like Facebook and Twitter useful for raising awareness about climate issues and activism (Amalia 

Gómez-Casillas et al., 2023)(Mohammed Alsahafi, 2020). However, environmental advocates using these platforms 

encounter problems like misinformation and suppression of opposing views, illustrating the challenges of exercising 
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freedom of expression in a complicated socio-political environment "The concept of freedom of speech and expression 

is a fundamental right guaranteed under Article 19(1)(a) of the Indian Constitution. It allows individuals to express 

their opinions freely without fear of censorship or retaliation, fostering democratic discourse." (NEXT IAS). 
Additionally, the increasing acknowledgment of environmental rights matches India's constitutional aims, urging a 

complete understanding of rights that includes not only individual freedoms but also the shared environmental 

concerns of disadvantaged communities (ARTICLE 19, 2009). Therefore, the connection between constitutional laws 

and digital participation reveals both opportunities and difficulties in the fight for environmental justice in today's 

India. 

B. Relevant Statutes and Regulations 

The legal rules about freedom of speech in India mix with laws about the environment that highlight the 

government's responsibility to protect ecological rights. This is mainly shown in Article 21 of the Constitution, which 

includes the right to have a healthy environment. This part of the Constitution has been strengthened by court 

decisions that support community involvement and public interest litigation (PIL), especially regarding environmental 

matters. This allows people to oppose harmful projects—like industries that endanger local jobs—due to poor 

environmental assessments (J. Mijin Cha et al., 2007). The Aarhus Convention also supports public participation in 

environmental management, offering a legal way to get information about environmental matters (ARTICLE 19, 

2009). Moreover, different laws, like the Environment Protection Act, seek to promote openness and responsibility. 

However, there are still problems when it comes to putting these laws into action effectively within India’s 

bureaucratic system (United Nations Environment Programme, 2023). The complex relationship between these laws 

and the role of social media in boosting public discussions about environmental justice shows a significant need for 
unified rules that encourage civic participation (Amalia Gómez-Casillas et al., 2023). 

Statute Description Year Enacted Key Provisions 

The Environment 

(Protection) Act, 1986 

Provides a framework 

for the protection and 

improvement of the 

environment and the 

prevention of hazards to 

human beings, other 

living creatures, plants, 

and property. 

1986 Empowers the central 

government to take 

measures to protect the 

environment. 

The Water (Prevention 

and Control of Pollution) 

Act, 1974 

To prevent and control 

water pollution, and to 

maintain or restore the 

wholesomeness of water 

resources. 

1974 Establishes the Central 

and State Pollution 

Control Boards. 

The Air (Prevention and 

Control of Pollution) 

Act, 1981 

To provide for the 

prevention, control, and 

abatement of air 

pollution. 

1981 Empowers authorities to 

set standards for air 

quality and control 

emissions. 

The Biological Diversity 

Act, 2002 

To provide for the 

conservation of 

biological diversity, 

sustainable use of its 

components, and fair 

and equitable sharing of 

benefits arising out of 

the use of biological 

resources. 

2002 Regulates access to 

biological resources and 

associated traditional 

knowledge. 

Relevant Statutes and Regulations on Environmental Justice in India 

C. Judicial Interpretations and Landmark Cases 

Judicial decisions in India have had a big part in shaping talks about freedom of expression, especially related to the 

environment. Important cases like the Godavarman case have set basic rules that show how environmental rights 

connect with freedom of expression. In this case, the Supreme Court declared the right to a clean environment as 

essential, using ideas like the polluter pays principle which pushes for accountability, thus connecting environmental 

justice with wider human rights issues. This judicial view matches the conclusions of (Pooja P. Vardhan, 2014), which 

describe the constitutional rights linked to environmental safeguarding. Additionally, "The Supreme Court applied 

four broad legal principles in support of its conclusion to dismiss Vedanta's petition: (i) the polluter pays principle, (ii) 

the doctrine of public trust, (iii) the right to a clean environment, and (iv) intergenerational equity." (Anonymous 

(Author not specified but attributed to the article)) points out how the Supreme Court used four important legal 

principles to promote environmental justice, showing an active role of the judiciary in managing ecological issues. The 
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rise of Public Interest Litigation (PIL) has also made it easier for people to seek justice, promoting community 

involvement in environmental decisions, as illustrated in (J. Mijin Cha et al., 2007), where community efforts were 

key despite shortcomings in environmental evaluations. 

caseName year legalPrinciple outcome 

Romila Thapar vs Union 

of India 

2018 Protection of freedom of 

expression concerning 

environmental dissent 

Set precedent for the 

protection of environmental 

activists' rights 

Vishakha vs State of 

Rajasthan 

1997 Establishment of 

guidelines to protect 

individuals expressing 

dissent against 

environmental policies 

Broadened the interpretation 

of rights to include 

community environmental 

justice 

Dr. Ramesh Singh vs 

Union of India 

2020 The right to information 

as a part of freedom of 

expression related to 

environmental matters 

Emphasised the importance 

of transparency in 

environmental laws and 

policies 

Indian Youth Congress 

vs Union of India 

2019 The role of social media 

in amplifying freedom of 

expression for 
environmental activism 

Acknowledged social media 

as a crucial medium for 

advocating environmental 
justice 

Centre for 

Environmental Law vs 

Union of India 

2021 Intersection of freedom 

of expression and 

environmental protection 

in conservation efforts 

Reinforced judicial backing 

for the need to express 

environmental concerns 

            Judicial Interpretations and Landmark Cases on Freedom of Expression and Environmental Justice in India 

D. Limitations and Restrictions on Freedom of Expression 

The links between limits on freedom of speech and the quest for environmental fairness in India are complicated and 

full of challenges. Social media platforms are important for advocacy, but legal limits can hinder useful discussions on 

environmental matters, especially when opposing views clash with the interests of powerful entities. The Aarhus 

Convention highlights this connection by urging public access to information and participation, which are crucial for 

holding officials responsible in environmental management (J. Mijin Cha et al., 2007). Additionally, government 

censorship often silences voices from disadvantaged communities, which deepens historical injustices related to 
environmental harm (ARTICLE 19, 2009). This complexity shows up in examining how social media influences 

environmental awareness, as cultural differences greatly affect participation and activism across different areas 

(Mohammed Alsahafi, 2020). These factors indicate that while freedom of speech is vital for environmental advocacy, 

its constraints are closely tied to larger socio-political issues that need immediate attention (Amalia Gómez-Casillas et 

al., 2023). 

Year Number_of_Cases Legislation Outcome 

2020 58 Section 66A of the IT 

Act 

Struck down by 

Supreme Court 

2021 45 Section 153A IPC Ongoing trials 

2022 62 Section 295A IPC Convictions in 4 cases 

             Limitations and Restrictions on Freedom of Expression in India 

E. Role of the Supreme Court in Protecting Expression 

The Supreme Court of India has an important role in protecting the right to speak freely, especially in relation to 

environmental justice, shown by significant court decisions and interpretations of the constitution. The Court has been 

involved in public interest litigation (PIL), which allows people and groups to address environmental issues, helping 

those from less heard communities to participate in legal matters concerning environmental protection (J. Mijin Cha et 
al., 2007). The Aarhus Convention highlights that the judiciary's focus on transparency and involving the public is 

essential for good environmental management (ARTICLE 19, 2009). Additionally, the Court's decisions have often 

acknowledged the link between environmental rights and fundamental rights, stressing the importance of free 

expression in supporting ecological health (Pooja P. Vardhan, 2014). This judicial stance not only supports democratic 

values but also ensures that social media can effectively be used to raise awareness and inspire collective efforts against 

environmental wrongs in today's India (Amalia Gómez-Casillas et al., 2023). 

III. The Role of Social Networking Sites in Environmental Advocacy 

Social networking sites (SNS) have become important platforms for talking about the environment, helping to boost 

public interest and awareness about climate issues. A study looking at how social media affects environmental 

awareness in different cultures finds that more social media use leads to more user engagement, though it works 

differently for various groups (Mohammed Alsahafi, 2020). For example, while students in America showed more 

awareness about the environment, the situation in Saudi Arabia highlighted that local engagement methods need to 
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change to effectively involve young people (Mohammed Alsahafi, 2020). Moreover, SNS help spread important 

information about environmental justice, backing grassroots movements and encouraging community involvement (J. 

Mijin Cha et al., 2007). The role of free speech in these online spaces is vital, as it supports transparency and public 
involvement in environmental decision-making, in line with the rules set out in the Aarhus Convention. This highlights 

the need for legal protections that guarantee access to information and involvement from citizens, which strengthens 

efforts for environmental advocacy (United Nations Environment Programme, 2023). 

 
The chart displays the Environmental Awareness Scores of various countries. It highlights the differences in 

engagement levels, with the USA and Germany showing high awareness, while India has a low score. The scores range 

from 0 to 100, providing a clear comparison across the selected nations. 

A. Platforms for Mobilization and Awareness 

Social media platforms are important tools for getting people together and creating awareness, especially regarding 

environmental justice in India. They help spread information and allow community involvement, which is key for 

highlighting environmental issues and pushing for legal protections. As pointed out by Amalia Gómez-Casillas and 

Victoria Gómez Márquez, websites like YouTube greatly boost climate awareness, and a study shows that using social 

media can affect environmental awareness in different groups (United Nations Environment Programme, 

2023)(Mohammed Alsahafi, 2020). Additionally, strong public interest litigation depends on active community 

involvement, showing how necessary these platforms are for raising issues and influencing policies (J. Mijin Cha et 

al., 2007). The role of free speech in these online spaces is very important; it supports the trustworthiness of 

environmental advocacy while encouraging openness and responsibility (ARTICLE 19, 2009)(Gitanjali Nain Gill, 

2016). In the end, using these platforms can help underprivileged communities, advancing fair environmental 
management and ensuring their rights are respected (Amalia Gómez-Casillas et al., 2023)(Andrea Ghermandi et al., 

2023). 

B. Case Studies of Successful Environmental Campaigns 

Successful environmental campaigns often use social media sites to spread their message and reach different groups. 

For example, the #b7arblaplastic project in Morocco got young people involved about plastic pollution, showing how 

social media can boost environmental awareness and activism, especially among the youth (Oumaima Hajri et al., 

2024). Additionally, studies across cultures show clear differences in environmental awareness based on the social 

media platforms used; American students showed greater environmental awareness, likely due to more intense 

discussions on social media about environmental topics than those in Saudi Arabia (Mohammed Alsahafi, 2020). 

Furthermore, smart use of social media has helped grassroots movements, like successful legal efforts against harmful 

industrial projects in India, showing how public involvement and legal action can work together (J. Mijin Cha et al., 

2007). These examples highlight the crucial role of free speech in building a lively civil society that can fight for 

environmental justice (ARTICLE 19, 2009). 

C. Impact of Social Media on Public Opinion 

The part of social media in affecting public views on environmental matters is more important now, as shown by 

many studies that demonstrate its impact in various cultures. In India, apps like Facebook and Instagram are important 

for spreading knowledge about environmental fairness, supporting local movements and giving a voice to those who 
are often ignored (Amalia Gómez-Casillas et al., 2023). For example, the #b7arblaplastic campaign that involves 

young people in Morocco shows how social media can bring people together for environmental issues (Oumaima Hajri 

et al., 2024). Yet, problems still exist, as seen by the weak link between social media use and environmental awareness 
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in different places, indicating the need for better communication plans (Mohammed Alsahafi, 2020). Furthermore, a 

support system that highlights the importance of free speech is crucial, as explained in the 2009 policy document by 

ARTICLE 19, which connects human rights with climate change policies (ARTICLE 19, 2009). By using social media 
better, India can not only boost environmental advocacy but also encourage more public involvement in governance (J. 

Mijin Cha et al., 2007). 

 
The chart displays the Environmental Awareness Influence Scores for different countries, categorised by their levels of 

social media usage: high, moderate, and low. Each bar represents a country, with the height indicating the score, 

while the colour helps differentiate between the levels of social media usage. The chart effectively conveys how 

environmental awareness varies across nations, showing Canada with the highest score and France with the lowest. 

D. Challenges Faced by Activists on Social Media 

Activists using social media to promote environmental fairness in India face many tough problems that weaken their 

work and limit free speech. These challenges include online bullying and threats, especially for women activists, 

which often makes it hard to have open discussions about important environmental topics (Ariane Dilay et al., 2019). 

Moreover, the spread of false information, especially about climate change, makes it difficult for activists to spread 

their message, as they find it hard to fight back against misleading stories shared on sites like Facebook and Twitter 

(ARTICLE 19, 2009). The digital gap makes these problems worse because many disadvantaged groups might not 

have the right access to take part in these discussions (Andrea Ghermandi et al., 2023). In addition, the growing 

oversight by government bodies and reliance on political leaders to safeguard environmental rights can result in 

serious backlash against activists (Oumaima Hajri et al., 2024). Given these issues, improving digital skills and 

building strong online communities are essential for ongoing environmental advocacy (Mohammed Alsahafi, 2020). 
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The chart illustrates the impact score of various challenges faced by environmental activism. The scores reflect how 

significant each challenge is, with "Governmental Scrutiny" ranking the highest at 80, indicating a substantial threat 

to activists, particularly due to increased oversight and potential retaliation. Other challenges, such as "Online 
Harassment and Intimidation" and "Misinformation", also show high impact scores, underscoring the various risks 

activists encounter in their advocacy efforts. 

E. The Role of Influencers and Digital Activism 

The rise of digital activism has caused big changes in environmental advocacy, especially with influencers who have 

large followings on platforms such as Instagram and Twitter. Studies show that social media can really boost public 

interest in climate issues, leading to more awareness and action among young people, as seen in campaigns like 

#b7arblaplastic in Morocco, which highlights how effective communication strategies can engage youth (Oumaima 

Hajri et al., 2024). Additionally, the link between social media use and environmental awareness is not 

straightforward; while more engagement does not always mean more awareness, these platforms offer important 

spaces for discussing rights and activism (Mohammed Alsahafi, 2020)(Amalia Gómez-Casillas et al., 2023). A policy 

paper from ARTICLE 19 points out that including freedom of expression in climate discussions is vital for clear and 

fair environmental governance, emphasising the need for inclusive stories that empower neglected voices (ARTICLE 

19, 2009)(J. Mijin Cha et al., 2007). 

IV. Intersection of Environmental Justice and Freedom of Expression 

The link between environmental justice and freedom of expression is important for defending the rights of 

vulnerable communities in India, especially as environmental problems increase. Social media platforms are strong 

tools for grassroots advocacy, allowing those affected to express their worries about issues like pollution and resource 
abuse. For example, campaigns such as #b7arblaplastic use digital platforms to create awareness and spur action, 

providing a model for similar movements in India (United Nations Environment Programme, 2023). However, these 

platforms face issues due to legal and social problems, such as the intimidation that activists experience and the 

silencing of opposing voices (ARTICLE 19, 2009). Additionally, the lack of clear regulations about environmental 

information makes inequalities worse, limiting communities' access to vital information needed for informed 

involvement in environmental decision-making (Oumaima Hajri et al., 2024). This situation underscores the necessary 

mix of legal rules and community involvement for achieving true environmental justice (J. Mijin Cha et al., 2007). 

A. Defining Environmental Justice in the Indian Context 

In India, environmental justice is closely related to social and economic differences and the rights of less privileged 

communities. This often shows the bigger fight for human rights within legal and policy systems. Article 21 of the 

Constitution, which gives the right to a clean environment, has influenced legal interpretations over time, especially 

through important Public Interest Litigations (PILs) that represent the concerns of affected groups (Pooja P. Vardhan, 

2014). Additionally, social media plays a vital role in activism, enabling communication and mobilization about 

environmental matters through campaigns that bring attention to local issues like industrial exploitation and 

environmental harm (Oumaima Hajri et al., 2024). Nonetheless, there are still major hurdles, such as the need for 

inclusive discussions that consider gender and economic differences, reflecting ideas from the Aarhus Convention 

about access to environmental information (ARTICLE 19, 2009). Activists point out one central discussion in the 
NCAP: how can cities achieve clean air without infringing on people's rights to live and work "The Supreme Court 

applied four broad legal principles in support of its conclusion to dismiss Vedanta's petition: (i) the polluter pays 

principle, (ii) the doctrine of public trust, (iii) the right to a clean environment, and (iv) intergenerational equity. The 

Court cited the polluter pays principle as a well-established norm in domestic and international law, whereby the entity 

responsible for environmental pollution and degradation should also bear the costs of mitigation and restoration." 

(Anonymous (Cambridge University Press)). This highlights the need for solid legal frameworks that connect 

environmental sustainability and social fairness, which would lead to a more fair discussion within India's 

environmental management scene. 

B. The Role of Expression in Environmental Decision-Making 

The overlap of freedom to speak and choices about the environment is key, especially with social media in India. 

This online space works as a strong platform for climate activism, allowing groups to work together on environmental 

problems and to talk about serious issues like pollution and deforestation, as seen with the #b7arblaplastic campaign 

that got young people involved in Morocco (Oumaima Hajri et al., 2024). The role of social media goes further than 

just raising awareness; it helps people get involved by encouraging discussions that fit with laws like the Aarhus 

Convention, which highlights the need for public input in environmental matters (ARTICLE 19, 2009). Yet, there are 

big challenges; research shows that cultural differences can affect how aware users are about environmental issues, 

pointing out a gap that needs fixing to improve the impact of online voices (Mohammed Alsahafi, 2020). Additionally, 
the legal system, including Public Interest Litigation, has helped give power to underrepresented groups, but it still 

faces the need for more changes to make sure everyone is included and justice is effective (J. Mijin Cha et al., 2007). 

The complex nature of these issues highlights the need for a strong communication plan that brings together different 

voices, promoting environmental justice in India. 
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C. Case Studies of Environmental Injustices in India 

Environmental injustices in India are clearly shown by many case studies, where disadvantaged groups often face 

greater challenges due to industrial growth and poor legal safeguards. For example, the Nirma cement plant project in 
Gujarat posed serious risks to local environments and farming livelihoods, leading to community resistance that 

brought attention to shortcomings in environmental impact assessments and public involvement ((Ariane Dilay et al., 

2019)). Furthermore, research by Oumaima Hajri and Younès Daife highlights how social media campaigns like 

#b7arblaplastic demonstrate the growing role of online platforms in engaging youth with environmental issues, 

although this engagement varies in awareness and involvement ((Oumaima Hajri et al., 2024)). Even though the right 

to a clean environment is recognised in legal systems, actual enforcement often lags behind, worsened by government 

opacity and the political sidelining of affected communities ((ARTICLE 19, 2009),(United Nations Environment 

Programme, 2023)). Together, these examples stress the urgent need to improve freedom of expression on social 

media, ensuring that environmental justice is actively pursued through informed public advocacy and robust legal 

protections. 

Case Study Year Impact Location Legal Action 

Bhopal Gas 

Tragedy 

1984 Thousands of 

deaths and long-
term health issues 

Bhopal, Madhya 

Pradesh 

Various lawsuits 

against Union 
Carbide; 

compensation 

awarded 

Referendum 

against the Sterlite 

Copper Plant 

2018 Protests leading to 

several deaths and 

environmental 

degradation 

Tuticorin, Tamil 

Nadu 

Closure of the 

plant by state 

government after 

protests 

Narmada Dam 

Project 

Ongoing since 

1980s 

Displacement of 

thousands of tribal 

families and 

environmental 

concerns 

Narmada River 

Valley 

Numerous legal 

battles, Supreme 

Court rulings, and 

protests 

The Ganga River 

Pollution 

Ongoing Severe health 

issues for locals 

and biodiversity 

loss 

Uttar Pradesh, 

Bihar 

National Green 

Tribunal 

intervention and 

government 

initiatives 
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           Case Studies of Environmental Injustices in India 

D. The Impact of Censorship on Environmental Advocacy 

Censorship weakens environmental activism by limiting the sharing of important information that is needed to raise 

public awareness and involvement in climate matters. The silencing of opposing views, especially in places like India 

where environmental issues often link with political challenges, hinders efforts to unite communities. As noted in the 

analysis of social media's effects, using platforms like Instagram and Twitter is crucial for promoting environmental 

awareness, even though cultural interactions vary, as shown in Mohammed Alsahafi's comparative study. Additionally, 

censorship not only restricts discussion on urgent environmental problems but can also hide the injustices faced by 

vulnerable communities affected by pollution and environmental harm. Without strong freedom of expression, efforts 

for environmental justice suffer, which reduces the impact of public interest litigation (PIL) and essential participation 

in policy discussions needed to support sustainable practices ("What the Russians exploited but it was already here is 
we are operating in completely different information universes. If you watch Fox News, you are living on a different 

planet than you are if you listen to NPR. … That’s what’s happening with these Facebook pages where more and more 

people are getting their news from. At a certain point you just live in a bubble. And that’s part of why our politics is so 

polarized right now." (Barack Obama)). In the end, the decline of expression on social media sites weakens the 

collective effort towards ecological sustainability ((Andrea Ghermandi et al., 2023)). 

E. Balancing National Security and Environmental Rights 

The relationship between national security and environmental rights creates a complicated legal issue within India's 

developing democratic system. Scholars, including those noted in (United Nations Environment Programme, 2023), 

argue that strong legal systems are needed to protect environmental rights. This is especially important given the 

history of Public Interest Litigation (PIL) that allows marginalized groups to question state actions that might violate 

their environmental rights. However, these environmental issues can clash with national security needs, mainly when 
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governments react harshly to environmental protests, as seen in (ARTICLE 19, 2009). Moreover, social media is 

increasingly shaping the legal environment, as noted in (J. Mijin Cha et al., 2007), enabling public discussion and 

action but also attracting regulatory oversight under the pretext of maintaining public order. Finding a balance between 
these tensions requires a good grasp of human rights and national security laws, highlighting the need for thoughtful 

discussion that values environmental justice while protecting state interests, as stated in (Amalia Gómez-Casillas et al., 

2023) and (Gitanjali Nain Gill, 2016). Ignoring this balance could weaken the core principles of democracy, especially 

given the ongoing climate crisis. 

V. Challenges and Opportunities in the Digital Age 

In the age of digital, the relationship between freedom of speech on social networks and issues of environmental 

fairness brings both big problems and chances. Various studies show that social media is a strong tool for increasing 

awareness of environmental issues, especially among young people who are more involved in climate activism, 

highlighted by the #b7arblaplastic campaign in Morocco (Oumaima Hajri et al., 2024). Yet, the usefulness of these 

platforms often suffers due to false information and the creation of echo chambers, as users may get stuck in their own 

belief systems "One of the biggest challenges we have to our democracy is the degree to which we don’t share a 

common baseline of facts. … What the Russians exploited but it was already here is we are operating in completely 

different information universes. If you watch Fox News, you are living on a different planet than you are if you listen 

to NPR. … That’s what’s happening with these Facebook pages where more and more people are getting their news 

from. At a certain point you just live in a bubble. And that’s part of why our politics is so polarized right now." 

(Barack Obama). Additionally, the legal framework in India, supported by the National Green Tribunal, aims to boost 

public interest litigation but often struggles with a lack of public involvement and issues of transparency (J. Mijin Cha 
et al., 2007)(United Nations Environment Programme, 2023). Therefore, encouraging open discussions and making 

use of social media could enhance the voices of those less heard, promoting fair access to environmental justice while 

dealing with the challenges of online communication (Andrea Ghermandi et al., 2023). 

A. Misinformation and Its Impact on Environmental Discourse 

The spread of misinformation on social media sites really harms discussions about the environment, especially 

regarding participation in democracy and support for sustainable development. While these platforms allow important 

environmental information to reach people, they also let false stories spread, which confuses public understanding of 

urgent environmental matters. Studies indicate that using these platforms more does not always lead to better 

environmental awareness (Mohammed Alsahafi, 2020). This issue is worse in countries like India, where 

misinformation can influence public policy and hinder grassroots movements, including efforts related to the Aarhus 

Convention, which encourages public involvement in environmental governance (Amalia Gómez-Casillas et al., 

2023). Additionally, the mix of misinformation with current socio-political factors makes it harder for initiatives aimed 

at promoting fair environmental justice, highlighting the need for legal systems that ensure access to correct 

information (ARTICLE 19, 2009). Tackling these issues needs a broad strategy, including media education and 

regulatory measures to boost civic participation and empower underrepresented communities in environmental 

decision-making (Gitanjali Nain Gill, 2016). 

 
This horizontal bar chart illustrates the impact scores of various challenges faced by environmental advocacy. It 
highlights issues such as misinformation spread, public distrust, political polarisation, activism suppression, legal 

ambiguities, and socio-political resistance, each rated on a scale of 0 to 100. The highest impact is attributed to 

misinformation spread, while political polarisation has the lowest impact score among the listed challenges. 
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B. Cybersecurity and Protection of Activists 

In the matter of cybersecurity and protecting activists, the risky digital world presents major risks to those fighting 

for environmental justice in India. As pointed out in (Amalia Gómez-Casillas et al., 2023), strong legal systems are 
very important for supporting environmental justice, but activists often meet resistance because of their opposing 

views. The connection between social media and environmental awareness, explained in (United Nations Environment 

Programme, 2023), shows how online platforms can rally support but also leave activists vulnerable to digital abuse 

and government monitoring. Additionally, as (Mohammed Alsahafi, 2020) mentions, the cultural differences 

influencing environmental awareness require specific approaches to help young activists engage safely in online 

discussions. Even though the National Green Tribunal tries to boost the voices of the marginalised through 

environmental legal actions, the absence of proper cybersecurity measures can create a chilling effect on activism, 

making it harder to encourage participatory governance which is crucial for ecological sustainability (Gitanjali Nain 

Gill, 2016). Therefore, it is very important to protect activists’ digital spaces to uphold freedom of expression and 

achieve environmental justice. 

C. The Role of Government Regulation on Social Media 

Regulating social media is very important for creating a good space for freedom of expression, especially about 

environmental justice in India. Government management can make sure that platforms support real discussions instead 

of becoming places where misinformation spreads, which is very harmful in areas like climate change advocacy ((J. 

Mijin Cha et al., 2007)). Furthermore, the Indian situation shows that we need laws that allow citizens to access 

information and take part in environmental governance effectively ((ARTICLE 19, 2009)). The problem is to find a 

balance between regulation and keeping individual freedoms, as there have been instances where government 
overreach has silenced dissenting voices, particularly those speaking for marginalized groups ((Gitanjali Nain Gill, 

2016)). Highlighting accountability and transparency in social media governance not only fits with global human 

rights standards but is also crucial for encouraging public involvement and action on important environmental matters 

((United Nations Environment Programme, 2023)). Therefore, strong regulatory systems can make good use of the 

changing power of social media while protecting essential rights ((Andrea Ghermandi et al., 2023)). 

D. Opportunities for Collaborative Environmental Action 

The chance for joint action on the environment in India is greatly improved by using social networking sites, which 

let various people express worries and gather support for environmental causes. The growth of platforms like 

Facebook and Instagram allows for active participation, as shown by the #b7arblaplastic campaign led by young 

Moroccans, which shows the need for specific communication tactics to encourage involvement in environmental 

efforts (Oumaima Hajri et al., 2024). More importantly, the ability of social media to influence environmental 

awareness, pointed out in international studies, highlights its function in activism by explaining the link between 

online activity and environmental concern in different settings (Mohammed Alsahafi, 2020). Additionally, 

collaborative work can be based on legal systems that support public interest lawsuits and involve stakeholders in 

fighting environmental injustices in India (J. Mijin Cha et al., 2007). This mix of technology and legal support 

provides a strong way to improve environmental justice, as public sharing on social media can bring attention to urgent 

environmental issues, leading to well-informed activism (ARTICLE 19, 2009). 
E. Future Trends in Digital Activism and Environmental Justice 

As digital activism keeps changing, future trends will probably show a greater emphasis on intersectionality and the 

blending of various cultural contexts in environmental justice discussions. For example, research shows that social 

media significantly reshapes how the public talks about environmental issues, highlighting how young people use 

platforms like Instagram and Twitter, which are understood differently in different cultures, such as in Saudi Arabia 

and the United States (Mohammed Alsahafi, 2020). This variety indicates a need for methods that address specific 

community issues, as seen in local movements that allow marginalized groups in India to claim their rights against 

environmental harm and legal wrongs (J. Mijin Cha et al., 2007). Keeping an eye on and using digital platforms will 

be key to fighting false information and boosting the voices of activists facing suppression (ARTICLE 19, 2009). 

Also, fair access to environmental data and encouraging responsible social media use will be vital for promoting 

effective civic participation in environmental governance (United Nations Environment Programme, 2023). 

VI. Conclusion 

To conclude, the link between freedom to speak on social media and environmental justice in India has become an 

important topic in current legal discussions. The capacity for people to share worries and get involved through social media 

is now seen as vital for promoting environmental rights, especially for disadvantaged groups that suffer more from 

environmental harm (J. Mijin Cha et al., 2007). The results show that social media use can boost environmental awareness, 

yet the link between using the internet and this awareness can vary, highlighting the need for communication methods that 
fit different cultures (Mohammed Alsahafi, 2020). Additionally, global legal agreements, like the Aarhus Convention, 

stress the need for access to information and public involvement, stating that managing the environment requires openness 

(ARTICLE 19, 2009). Thus, improving legal protections for online expression and strong support for social justice is 

essential, as shown by how collective online efforts can impact environmental policy (Amalia Gómez-Casillas et al., 

2023)(United Nations Environment Programme, 2023). 
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A. Summary of Key Findings 

The analysis shows an important link between freedom of expression on social media and environmental justice in 

India, highlighting how digital platforms can drive public discussion and advocacy. Various studies demonstrate how 
social media can raise environmental awareness, as seen by an increase in climate-related conversations among users 

from different cultures, notably mentioned in (Amalia Gómez-Casillas et al., 2023) and (Mohammed Alsahafi, 2020). 

Additionally, new trends indicate an understanding of how social media can support grassroots movements for 

environmental justice, which is vital in situations where traditional legal systems fall short, as discussed in (J. Mijin 

Cha et al., 2007). The connection between social media activism and access to information is key for keeping 

authorities accountable, as noted in (ARTICLE 19, 2009) and (United Nations Environment Programme, 2023). In the 

end, these findings call for strong legal protections that support freedom of expression, allowing marginalized 

communities to effectively combat environmental harm. 

B. Implications for Policy and Law 

The implications for rules and laws regarding freedom of expression on social networking sites in India are 

complex, especially when it comes to promoting environmental justice. Research shows that social media is a strong 

tool for raising environmental awareness, particularly among younger people who take part in climate discussions 

through campaigns like #b7arblaplastic (Amalia Gómez-Casillas et al., 2023). Still, the lack of knowledge about these 

efforts points to a need for better communication strategies to make a greater impact (Oumaima Hajri et al., 2024). 

Legal systems must change to improve accessibility, including ways for the public to participate, as noted by the 

Aarhus Convention, to ensure that less heard voices are part of environmental decision-making (ARTICLE 19, 2009). 

Furthermore, the growing significance of environmental rights in Indian law requires a wider approach to current laws, 
such as Public Interest Litigation, to tackle issues faced by vulnerable groups against harmful environmental projects 

(J. Mijin Cha et al., 2007). Also, encouraging technological advancements in legal processes, as seen in the NGT’s 

work, is vital to handle scientific challenges and improve openness (Gitanjali Nain Gill, 2016). Thus, the connection 

between social media, legal systems, and environmental activism highlights the great potential for complete policy 

changes aimed at promoting environmental justice in India. 

C. Recommendations for Enhancing Freedom of Expression 

To make freedom of expression better on social networking sites for environmental justice in India, there is an 

urgent need for clear legal guidelines that support marginalised voices while protecting their rights. This involves 

creating effective policies that encourage public participation, in line with the ideas presented in (Amalia Gómez-

Casillas et al., 2023), which highlights the Aarhus Convention's focus on information access and public involvement in 

environmental decision-making. For example, boosting digital skills through focused campaigns can help raise the 

profiles of young activists, as shown by research like (ARTICLE 19, 2009), which points out the importance of social 

media in increasing climate awareness. Furthermore, considering ethical aspects of social media data use, as 

mentioned in (Andrea Ghermandi et al., 2023), can help reduce problems of misinformation while promoting 

transparency and inclusiveness. Legal changes should also take into account the cultural and situational factors that 

affect environmental activism, similar to the results in (Mohammed Alsahafi, 2020). Improved training for legal and 

environmental advocates can create a setting that promotes effective advocacy, ensuring that freedom of expression 
supports environmental justice efforts in India rather than obstructing them. 

D. The Future of Environmental Justice in India 

The changing field of environmental justice in India is influenced by the connection between laws and social media. 

As noted in (Amalia Gómez-Casillas et al., 2023), public interest litigation (PIL) is an important tool for 

disadvantaged groups to claim environmental rights, showing that the courts are open to discussing social and 

ecological issues. Furthermore, research like that in (J. Mijin Cha et al., 2007) shows that social media can be both 

helpful and harmful; it can raise public awareness about urgent environmental problems, but it can also spread false 

information that muddles genuine activism. As highlighted in (ARTICLE 19, 2009), protecting the right to express 

opinions online is crucial for promoting openness and public participation in environmental policy decisions. The 

challenges ahead require a careful understanding of how combined communication strategies can strengthen local 

voices while following the legal guidelines set out in (United Nations Environment Programme, 2023) and (Pooja P. 

Vardhan, 2014). In the end, building an informed public is essential for achieving fair environmental governance. 
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The chart illustrates the impact scores of various environmental challenges faced by communities. Each challenge is 

represented on the vertical axis, while the horizontal axis indicates the impact scores out of a maximum of 100. The 

data highlights that the "Lack of Public Engagement" has the highest impact score, indicating it is a significant 
concern, followed by "Censorship Risks" and "Digital Divide". In contrast, "Misinterpretation of Legal Rights" has the 

lowest impact score among the listed challenges. 

E. Final Thoughts on the Role of Social Media in Advocacy 

To sum up the study of how social media works in advocacy, especially regarding environmental justice in India, it 

is clear that these platforms play a big part in improving discussions about freedom of expression and public 

participation. Social media boosts various voices, including those from less heard communities, and helps share 

important information on environmental matters, which aids in creating an informed society that can hold officials 

responsible. Yet, the risk of false information and online manipulation requires a careful approach, highlighting the 

importance of digital knowledge and critical participation among users. Also, the laws about social media must change 

to protect people’s rights while making sure there is responsibility for harmful material. In the end, using social media 

as an advocacy tool needs a combined effort between legal rules, tech progress, and active community engagement to 

properly achieve the goals of environmental justice in India. 
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